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May it pleaſe Your Grace, Dur 


Tin E Sevi Diſcourſe f is calls public 
| In obedience to Your commands; and I thank 
Your Grace for giving me ſuch an opportu- 
nity of teſtifying my reſpect and venerati- 
on for His memory, whoſe excellencies ate 


ſtrongly impreſſed upon my mind, Wee I 


1 have but N deſcribed them. 


Ix the brevity, to which I was neceſſaril = 


confined, many of thoſe excellencies are 
ſlightly mentioned, and many are entirely 
omitted: I wanted room to expatiate more 
particularly on His domeſtic virtues, and to 
ſhow how He united in His charaQer quali- 
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ties amiable and great; how he added to 
thoſe which give promptitude and ſpirit to 
public meaſures, ſuch as diffuſe joy and hap- 
pineſs through private life. 


- * 


Or this happineſs the adds family, over 


- which, Your Grace preſides, has indiſputably 
Toft much: but much ſtill remains to them, 


and may it long remain; they have, in the 


virtues and the affection of one parent, the 


nobleſt and the moſt endearing conſolation 


for the: loſs of another. 1 


— is ADS 5 hope, in this lan- 
guage which can give diſpleaſure ; nor let it 
diſpleaſe, if 1 ſpeak of Your Grace as an ex- 
; ample. which too ſeldom occurs, as one aſſidu- 
ouſly attentive to the maternal duties, and 
who, though i in an eminent degree the object 
of admiration, can yet be amiably uſeful and : 
 unafſeQedly good. 


Bor not to pain Your Grace with this 
kind of diſcourſe, 1 beg 1 your acceptance of 


that which follows, the merit of which I'can- 


dE DU 0 
not judge of; for that I was much affected 
when I wrote it, and that it appeared to 
affet thoſe who heard it, aroſe from the me- 
lancholy event in which it originated: From a 
this ſource muſt proceed Your Grace's appro- | 
bation; and now it is ſubmitted to general | 
inſpection, I ſtill look for indulgence from 
the ſame principle; for though He, whoſe 
virtues I endeavour to deſcribe, cannot be 
lamented by any in ſo great a degree as by 
Your Grace, yet was He univerſally honour- 
ed and admired: „His worth excited the ge- 
neral praiſe, and His death created a public 
ſorrow. 


Travs the honour to be, with the — 
reſpect, 
Your Grace's | EE: 


moſt devoted, 
moſt obedient, 
and humble ſervant, 
GeoRGE Crane. | 


Belvoir Calls, 
January 31, 1788. a 
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DISCOURSE, Uk 


2 CoRINTHIANS, i. 9- 


h We ſhould not truſt in ourſelves, but in God which 
| 4 raiſeth the dead. | 


A TRUST. and confidence in ourſelves, our 
own powers and reſources, is a common error 
among mankind ; and though, in our more proſ- 
perous days, we may not perceive it to be ſuch, yet 
when ſorrow or ſudden calamity come upon us, then 
it is we learn whereof we are made, and feel that 
we are but duſt: we experience the weakneſs of our 
nature, and the vanity of our acquirements; how 
few are the reſources of our wiſdom, how little the 
ſtability of our ſtrength. 5} S808 


But 


1-8) 
But a truſt and confidence in God is a ſupport 


never failing us in the deepeſt affliction, nor in the 


moſt ſudden diſtreſs: but when fear and ſorrow 
overtake us, pain or anguiſh in mind or body; when 
the arm of Death is over us ready to ſtrike, or when 
we loſe thoſe whom we loved and honoured, thoſe 

who were our ſupport and delight, in whom we 
placed our earthly joy and happineſs ; when theſe 
things befall us, a truſt in God brings an immediate 
conſolation, and, confident in the tender mercies 
of the Almighty, we ſubmit humbly, and endure” 
patiently, till time completes the reſtoration of our 


| Peace. : 


Without this truſt j in God, every ſmaller evil in 
life, every lighter misfortune would confound and 
overwhelm us. How much more then the greater 
and moſt preſſing afflictions? how much more this 
which has now befallen? -when we meet to deplore 
ſo great a calamity, and to bewail his death whom it 
was honour and pleaſure to live with: he who was' 
looked upon among us as one given for our happi- 
neſs; to whom ſome came as to their benefactor 
and friend, others as their protector and ſole ſup- 

rt; ſome to be honoured with his company, 
others to be favoured with his commands; and all, 
now he is taken from them, ſeem to be deprived of 

their > men Pans ſatisfaction and 2 * ekt 


But ſince it is ee that we are crea- 
tures depending upon the protection and ſupport of 
à merciful and good God (whoſe judgment are beſt | 
for us though we fee it not, and whoſe decrees are 
kindneſs though cloathed in ſeverity) we are en- 
abled in this conſideration to combat our ſorrow x 
and I am the leſs fearful of putting you in _ 


(C's) 


his worth and virtues whoſe loſs we deplore, to the 
end that, while we pay a grateful tribute to his 
memory, we may copy, as far as we are able, the 


great example which he ſet before us. 


Not that. I can attempt (and more eſpecially at 

this time) to give you his character at large, which 
may better engage thoſe who are more able and leſs 
affected; but I will point out to you ſome peculiar 
features, in the amiable portrait, of his mind: I 
will ſhow you the great principles which ruled 
there, and prove to you, that he is not praiſed and 
honoured merely becauſe he was noble, wealthy, 
and great, but becauſe with theſe he was allo jult, 


benevolent, and good. 


Having done this, I will briefly lead you to thoſe 
reflections which ſhould principally engage our 
minds ont this ſad and ſolemn occaſion. | 


Firſt, L will call to your remembrance a preſid- 


ing feature in the character of the noble deceaſed; 

which, though I hope by no means uncommon, is 
yet, in the days of youth and pleaſure, of ſplen- 
dour and vivacity, ſeldom an eminent one: This 
was a conſtant reverence and reſpect for the things 


of God and of religion. He ſtedfaſtly believed in 


that revelation of the divine will which we profeſs 
to believe, and he loved that others ſhould regard it 
with the reverence which he did : and you will re- 
collect alſo, that this was the thoughtfulneſs and de- 


votion of his early days, while he was courted by 


fortune, bleſſed with health, and ſurrounded by 
pleaſure; when he was religious, not through a 
deficiency of this world's good, but becauſe he 
believed in and looked for another. 


= | as 


(.w } 
And when I fay that he had this regard for the 
things of religion, I mean principally things immu- 
table and eſſential—juſtice, mercy, and a judgment 
to come. With human ordinances and inſtitutions 
he complied for peace and conſcience fake; and 
with thoſe eſtabliſhed in his own county, probably, 
becauſe he thought them the moſt rational helps to 
devotion. But his religion did not confiſt entirely 
nor chiefly of theſe: on the contrary, he thought 
every man impious (however ſtedfaſt his faith and 
rigid his orthodoxy) whoſe life was ufeleſs, and 
whoſe heart was hard; and every one pious and 
devout, who was juſt and mereiful, and walked 
humbly with his God. i 


| He conſidered the leading —— of the Chrif: 
tian diſpenſation, as mercy and good-will towards 
man, and was, in imitation of our great Maſter, 
merciful and benevolenf, and beneficent to all. It 
may perhaps be expected, that I ſhould more parti- 
cularly enlarge upon. this part of my ſubje& : But, 
can I reckon up the good deeds which he has done? 
Can I ſay how much individuals, how much ſociety 
is indebted to him? Can I tell how many he has 
. relieved who were wretched? how many he has 
lifted into light and Pe who were : loſt 1 in the 
depth of deſpair. 


In che great day, the day: of 8 it is ex- 
preſoly revealed to us, what will be ſaid to the right- 

eous, before they enter into the joy of their Lord, 
“ Come, ye bleſſed, inherit the kingdom prepared 
“ for you from the foundations of the world: for I. 
e was an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was 
« thirſty, and ye gave me drink; naked, and ye 


, <6 cloathed me; „ I was fick and in priſon, and ye 
Pp | "8 miniſtered 


( 


„ miniſtered unto me.” We muſt not, weak and 
erroneous as our judgment is, we mult not preſume. 
to anticipate the judgment of God; but this we 
know, and may ſafely rejoice in, that he who has 
left us was of that bleſſed ſpirit, for he fed the 
hungry, and cloathed the naked, and adminiſtered 
to the ſick, and relieved the poor, and Was kind 
to all. 


But here it is that you will pardon me if I detain 
you no longer; this is a ſubject which comes too 
near to be viewed diſtinctly: you are already im- 
preſt with the ſureſt evidence of his munificence, and 
| liberality ; it is through this that ſo many are now 
preſent to ſympathize with me; it is through this 
that I am here to lament him, 


To this goodneſs of diſpoſition, which he had in 
common. with good men in every degree of life, 
he joined thoſe ſentiments and ideas which are more 
particularly expected in the eminent and great: a 
dignity of mind, a frankneſs of manners, a large- 
nefs of heart : He thought nobly, he ipoke libe- 
rally, he lived honourably ; and now he is dead, it 
is not a family alone, it is a nation that weeps for 
him. 


There are theſe higher ideas, nay there 1s a taſte 
in morality as there 1s in arts, and he had a pecu- 
liar and excellent taſte, which extended to both arts 
and morals. He loved the great, the noble, and 
the magnificent in nature, in ſcience, and in vir- 
tue: it was not ſo much his pleaſure to view the 
accuracy of an object as the extent of it; nor to 
conſider the preciſe bounds of a duty, but how 
far i it might be carried. As he looked at large on 

| B 2 nature 
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nature and on man, he en how he might im- 
prove the one and benefit the other, without mi- 
nutely attending to the difficulties in the way: 
his improvements, therefore, and his benefits, were 
all of the nobleſt kind. It was not his delight to 
form a caſcade or adorn a parterre, but rather to 
pour forth a river and to plant a deſert; and a 
taſte congenial with this was diſplayed in his bene- 
volence. He was not ſatisfied with the relief he 
| beſtowed upon individuals, nor with joy given to 
a family; but he wanted to invigorate a nation, 
and make happy a people, and he ſucceeded ; he 
gave vigour to a nation, he made happy a people; ; 
à whole kingdom looked up to him as to a: com- 
mon benefactor, under whoſe influence new times 
and better days began among them—the days of 
peace and riſing plenty: our ſiſter count 1 5 
became ſenſible of his unremitted aſſiduity for her 
welfare, her peaſantry began to feel his foſtering 
hand, her manufactories caught vigour from his 
encouragement, her commerce was extended under 
his preſiding care, and all, her people loved and 
reſpected him as one ſent from Heaven, and endow- 
ed with 4; was and will to relieve them. 

We are all witnefſes how much reſpect was s paid 
by the inhabitants of that country to the remains 
of their princely patron. Individuals may flatter, 
but a kingdom cannot: All there lamented, all 
praiſe him; they praiſe him now he is gone and 
can do no more for them: this is a demonſtration 
of his goodneſs; it cannot be the voice of adula- 
tion; it is the voice of nature, of — and 
of truth. 


Let 


6 


Let us not doubt but, for the honour of our na- 


ture, there are thoſe who, like him, are benevolent 
and good; but few have the powers and the op- 
portunities which he had: theirs may be the virtue, 
his was the felicity alſo. His family, perſon, wealth, 
and accompliſhments, gave vigour to his virtues. 
God forbid that we ſhould make theſe the principal 


. ſubjects of our praiſe, or the principal aims of our 


ambition; but where they adorn the greater ex- 
cellencies, they excite our admiration, they com- 


mand our reſpect, and it is our pleaſure if not our 


ny to praiſe them. 


Nor was this felicity peculiar to himfelf.- It 18 
moſt re narkable, that one family ſhould afford 


three individuals ſo eminently diſtmguiſhed in ſo 


ſhort a period, and thoſe a father and his two ſons : 
2 father venerated and almoſt adored in this nation 


for his. humanity and courage, and celebrated thro? 


Europe for his honour and military atchievements ; 


ſo that of every name, which this happy kingdom- 


is adorned by, the name of Granby has probably 
been moſt univerſally known, and has extorted 
praiſe and admiration even from the foes of, and the 
ſtrangers to, his country. Of his ſons, one, en- 


dued with every amiable virtue, talent, and accom- 


pliſhment, fell, at an early period, in the moment 
of an important victory, which gave life and peace 
to his nation, death and glory to him. His noble 
brother a few years ſurvived him, arriving at the 
higheſt honours which a ſubject can enjoy in one 
kinghom, and being as ſovereign in another, where 


he filled the moſt exalted ſtation, in the moſt critical 


period, with firmneſs and dignity; and, after 
railing expeQation by his virtues, and exceeding 


28 in his ſucceſs, he died at an age when, even 


among 
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(i 14: ): 
among the eminent of mankind, talents only begin 
their promiſe, and our applauſe awaits the deciſion + 
of time—he. died, and left to his ſurvivors admi- 
ration mingled with grief, together with the reaſon- 
able expectations that thoſe who are heirs of his 
temporal poſſefſions, may inherit his virtues alſo, and 
leave untarniſhed to their ſucceſſors the hereditary 
pics of their houſe. 


It would be eafy to el much longer upon ſo 
ample a ſubject as this is; but becauſe it is eaſy, 
there is the leſs occafion. You all know his virtues, 
you will long remember them, and feel our loſs 
better than I can deſcribe it. I will only therefore, 
for a moment, call your attention to the uſes which 
py be ye of the little I have already ſaid. 


. The common ſtroke of death, the loſs even of 
the leaſt of our brethren, ſhould always be a warn- 
ing to us, that we be prepared to obey the irreſiſti- 
ble call; but this ſhould ſound a particular alarm : 
for is any young ? is any ſtrong in health? is any 
ſurrounded with every aid to repel the violence of 
diſeaſe, and renew the vigour of life? let no ſuch 
flatter himſelf. He whoſe loſs we deplore, was 
young, was ſtrong in health, was ſurrounded with 
help, and died to ſhow us, how little we- can truſt 
in theſe things, how little in ourſelves. Let us truſt. 
therefore i in God who raiſeth the dead. 


And with this warning, let us take this example; 
let us, according to the extent of our ſeveral abili- 
ties, imitate the things which are the ſubjects of 
our praiſe; for how can we conſiſtently admire the 
Se which we . not * to attain to? 8 
% | WO 
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who extol virtue are but hypocrites and flatterers, 


if they do not endeavour to be virtuous. 


Few indeed can be bountiful, according to that 


meaſure of bounty which has been ſet before us, 
but all may be kind and compaſſionate : We may 
ſometimes aſſiſt our fellow- creature in diſtreſs, and 
always pity and ſympathize with them; we may 
alſo forgive our enemies, and pray for them, and 
do all the good in our ſeveral capacities which we 
poſſibly can. 


In ſome of us theſe duties are more particularly 
indiſpenſable ; for how abſurd as well as wicked is 
it, to look up to the powerful and great for pro- 
tection and ſupport, for benefits and favours, and 
to look down upon our inferiors with coldneſs and 
neglect; how unreaſonable and unjuſt is it to expect 
condeſcenſion and affability from thoſe above us, 
and to be arrogant and diſdainful to the friendleſs 
and the poor! 


Let us therefore ſet this noble example before 


us, and principally in this light: Let us be, as he 


was, generous and humane; let us be pitiful, be 
courteous; let us forgive our enemies; let us aid 
the poor and needy ; and, as that will make our 


lives uſeful, our deaths comfortable, and the day 


of Judgment a day of joy and triumph—let us, 
“ as much as WE have e do good unto 
« all men.” 
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